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Preface and Acknowledgments

In 2009, the editors of this volume developed the idea to organise a conference on
the harmonisation and globalisation of civil procedure in view of the recent leg-
islative developments in Europe and on the global level. We chose to approach this
theme from different legal disciplines, including legal history, Law and Economics
and legal policy as well as to articulate its interaction with private international law
and private law. The harmonisation and globalisation of civil procedure also has a
strong impact on national civil procedure and judicial policy. We therefore decided
to dedicate a substantial part of the conference to contributions from selected
jurisdictions to learn how countries deal with the challenges of globalisation and
harmonisation in the area of civil procedure. The conference ‘Civil Litigation in a
Globalising World’ took place in Rotterdam on 17 and 18 July 2010 as a joint
project of the Erasmus School of Law of the Erasmus University Rotterdam and
the Faculty of Law of the University of Maastricht. The present book contains the
results of the conference.

We are grateful to the persons and institutions that have made this conference
and the publication of the present book, possible.

In particular, we would like to thank the following persons and institutions: the
Dutch Royal Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), the Research School Ius
Commune, the EUR Trustfonds, the University of Maastricht, the Erasmus School
of Law as well as the participating ESL research programmes Lex Mercatoria and
Behavioural Approaches to Contract and Tort, and their programme directors. The
contributions and part of the editorial tasks by Xandra Kramer have been made
possible with the support of the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research
(NWO) within its Innovational Research Incentives Scheme.

Further, we are indebted to the secretariat of the Department of Private Law of
Erasmus School of Law, in particular to Mrs. Maja Lucas, Debbie Kneefel and
Margreet den Hond, for their assistance in the organisation of the conference and
preparation of the book.

Mr. Randolph W. Davidson (Pavia) has rendered invaluable assistance in
revising the English of the various contributions to this book. Miss Nadia Ayrir,
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student-assistant at the Erasmus School of Law, assisted in the sometimes difficult
task of bringing literature references into line with the publisher’s guidelines.

Last but not least we would like to thank all the speakers at the conference and
the contributors to this book, as well as TMC Asser Press for publication.

Rotterdam/Maastricht, Autumn 2011 Xandra Kramer
C. H. (Remco) van Rhee
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